











All Authority Belongs to Jesus 367

religion is—Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, animists, atheists,
agnostics. He sends his followers, backed by his universal author-
ity, to go and call all people in every nation and every religion to turn
to become the disciples of Jesus.

This means that in times of relativism (like our own), when
people do not cherish objective, unchanging truth, followers of
Jesus will be accused of arrogance. They will proclaim that Jesus has
all authority—because it is true—and that everyone should repent
and believe in him and become his disciple. They will warn every-
one that to reject Jesus as the eternal Son of God who came into
the world to redeem sinners by his death and who rose again as
Lord of the universe is to forfeit eternal life. Jesus said, “Whoever
believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. . .. Whoever
does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him”
(John 3:36; 5:23; cf. 15:23).

This is the mandate and promise that sustain Jesus’ emissaries:
“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects
me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Luke
10:16). The followers of Jesus will be scorned for saying that all
authority belongs to Jesus and that everyone must become his disci-
ple or forfeit eternal life. But Jesus knew that would happen: “If the
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you” (John
15:18). That is why he enclosed this radical demand to make disciples
between the double assurance (1) that all authority really is his and
(2) that he will be with his emissaries till the end of the age.

JEsus DEMANDS THAT WE PURSUE ETHNIC DIVERSITY
IN His KINGDOM

A second implication of Jesus’ universal mission is that Jesus cares for
all ethnic groups and intends to have disciples from every “nation.”
When he says, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” the
meaning of the word “nations” is not political states. “Nations”—
or its synonym, “peoples” (Luke 2:31; Ps. 117:1)—in the Bible does

not refer to political states like America, Spain, Brazil, China, etc., but
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to ethnic or language or cultural groupings within these political
states. For example, within the political state of China there are
dozens of “nations”—Dulong, Li, Lisu, Shui, Salar, Yao, etc. And in
the Jewish Scriptures that Jesus knew, we read about “the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, the Arkites, the Sinites,
the Arvadites, the Zemarites, and the Hamathites” (Gen. 10:16-18).

So in our day the demand of Jesus to make disciples of all nations
would mean, for example, to make disciples among the Baloch of
Pakistan, the Maninka of Guinea, the Bugis of Indonesia, the Wa
of China, the Somali and Dakota of Minneapolis. These are the
kinds of groups Jesus was referring to when he said, “Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations.” Wherever there is a distinct peo-
ple group' that has no disciples of Jesus, the demand of Jesus is
resoundingly clear: “Go as my emissaries with my authority and
my word and my love and my power and make disciples there.”
There is no partiality with Jesus in this mission. He is not western,
and he is not eastern. He is utterly committed to ethnic diversity
and unity in the truth of his supremacy. In fact, the word from which
we get “ethnic” is the word for “nations” in Matthew 28:19, €0vos.

It has not always seemed as though God were pursuing all the
nations. At times he seemed to be committed to his people Israel,
but not the nations. His way has been indirect and at times
inscrutable. How shall we understand this roundabout way toward
a global church of worshipers from all the nations? That is what
we turn to in the final chapter.

'For a more complete defense and explanation of what “all nations” means in a biblical and mis-
siological perspective, see John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in
Missions, revised and expanded edition (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2003), 155-200.



Demand #50

MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL
NATIONS, FOR THE
MISSION CANNOT FAIL

I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, while the
sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that

place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.—MaTT. 8:11-12

But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will
be brought before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will

be our opportunity to bear witness.—LUKE 21:12-13

They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all
nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles,
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. —LuxE 21:24

GoD’S ROUNDABOUT WAY OF PURSUING THE NATIONS:
FOCUSING ON ISRAEL

We must not stumble over God’s unusual way of pursuing the
nations for the glory of his Son. It is true that Jesus taught that God
chose to work in a unique way with the people of Israel instead of
the nations. Jesus called the Jews of his day “the sons of the king-
dom” (Matt. 8:12), that is, those to whom God gave a unique first
privilege to be the focus of his saving deeds in history—Tlike the deliv-

erance from Egypt at the Red Sea, and miracles of provision in the
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wilderness, and the gift of the promised land, and many victories in
battle (see Psalm 105 for a narrative of these blessings).

And it is also true that when Jesus came, he came as the Jewish
Messiah, announcing the coming of the long-expected kingdom of
triumph over the enemies of Israel. But he did not intend to bring
the kingdom the way they thought. His intention was to suffer and
die for their sins before he would reign as their king. This was their
only hope of eternal life. Jesus focused his mission on the Jews, giv-
ing them every opportunity to know him and believe in him. He even
said to the twelve apostles as he sent them out during his lifetime,
“Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town of the
Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel”
(Matt. 10:5-6). And at one point he said, “I was sent only to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24). We may think this
a roundabout way to reach the nations. But God has his reasons.

JeEsus’ Focus WAS REJECTED, AND HE TURNED TO
THE NATIONS

There are lessons the nations must learn from the failure of Israel
to trust God and welcome a suffering Messiah. During his lifetime
on earth most Jews did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah (Matt.
21:39; Mark 15:11-13; John 5:47; 6:36; 8:45; 12:37). They did not
expect a suffering servant. Jesus upbraided this failure: “O foolish
ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spo-
ken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things
and enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25-26).

Not only did God intend for his Son, the Messiah, to suffer
before he enters his glory, but God also intended all along that this
would be the way the door of salvation would be opened to the
nations. In the Jewish Scriptures that Jesus knew and loved, the
prophecy was clear: The Son of God would one day inherit the
nations. God said in Psalm 2 that he would establish his Royal Son
in Jerusalem, and then this Son speaks: “I will tell of the decree:

The LORD said to me, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
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Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends
of the earth your possession’” (Ps. 2:7-8).

Again and again in these Scriptures we read the promise that
all the nations would one day bow down and worship the true God,
and that his Servant-Son would be a light to the nations. “All the
ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, and all the
families of the nations shall worship before you. . .. I will make
you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the
end of the earth” (Ps. 22:27; Isa. 49:6; cf. Gen. 49:10; Deut. 32:43;
Ps. 66:4;67:3-4;68:32;72:8; 86:9;97:1; 138:4-5; Isa. 11:10; 42:10-
125 45:22; 49:12; Jer. 16:19; Dan. 7:14; Mic. 4:1-4).

When Jesus came as the light of the world, though his focus
was on Israel, he began to make it clear that the kingdom he was
bringing through suffering would bless the nations and that Israel
herself would be, for a season, left to the side. For example, when a
Gentile centurion believed in him and the Jewish leaders didn’t, Jesus
said, “I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at
table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,
while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer dark-
ness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matt. 8:11-12). The meaning is clear: The natural heirs of the king-
dom (Israel) are not going to inherit its blessings because of unbe-
lief, but the Gentile nations, that is, those who come from east and
west, will enter the kingdom.

The mystery is opening. Gentiles—the nations—are going to
inherit the blessings of Israel. Jesus had signaled this in his very first
sermon in his hometown of Nazareth. He said that “there were
many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were
shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over
all the land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a [Gentile!] woman who was a
widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman
the [Gentile!] Syrian” (Luke 4:25-27). What was the response among
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the Jewish hometown people? “When they heard these things, all
in the synagogue were filled with wrath” (Luke 4:28).

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES

More and more it became clear, for those who had ears to hear,
that Jesus had come to save all the nations as well as Jews. For exam-
ple, he told his disciples, “You will be dragged before governors
and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles
[i.e., the nations]” (Matt. 10:18). When he drove the money-
changers out of the temple he said, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall
be called a house of prayer for all the nations’?” (Mark 11:17). He
said that in the last judgment “before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats” (Matt. 25:32), and the
criterion of judgment will #zot be Jewishness, but how people have
related to him in the ministry of his messengers. He said that the
judgment of God was going to fall on Jerusalem and that “Jerusalem
will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled” (Luke 21:24). In other words, there is an
appointed time for the mission to the Gentiles when Israel is passed
over, until the day comes when Israel will say, “blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39).

During this time—the times of the Gentiles—the sovereign
promise of Jesus stands firm: “And this gospel of the kingdom will
be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come” (Matt. 24:14). There is no
maybe here. The mission that he gives to his followers to go and
make disciples of all nations will come to pass. “I will build my
church” (Matt. 16:18). “I have other sheep that are not of this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice” (John
10:16). “Thus it is written [and cannot be broken!], that the Christ
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repen-
tance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations” (Luke 24:46). The mission to make disciples of all
nations will succeed.
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THE BLESSINGS OF ABRAHAM ARE FOR THE NATIONS

So even though God focused his redeeming work on Israel for many
centuries, everything was preparation for the global mission to the
nations. This was there from the first promise to Abraham: “Now
the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. . .. T will
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse,
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen.
12:1-3). This is the promise that is coming true in Jesus’ command,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” When the nations
become disciples of Jesus, they receive the Messiah of Israel. And
when they receive the Messiah of Israel, they receive the God of
Abraham. And when they receive the God of Abraham, they become
heirs of all the promises God made to Israel. This is what Jesus meant
in Matthew 21:43 when he said, “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom
of God will be taken away from you [Israel] and given to a people
producing its fruits.” That new “people” is the church gathered from

all the nations.

His FINAL DEMAND: “MAKE A GLOBAL CLAIM ON
MY BEHALF”

Jesus’ final demand is that we never lose sight of the global scope of
his claim on the human race. He is not a tribal deity. He is the Lord
of the universe. Every knee will one day bow either willingly or
unwillingly (Matt. 25:31-32). All judgment is given to him (John
5:22). The demand is that his followers reach the nations with “all
that he has commanded.” “Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations' . . . teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you” (Matt. 28:19-20). The mandate is that everything I have tried
to set forth in this book (and it is not exhaustive) be taken to the

nations. This is what it means to make disciples—not just that they

'T omit the command to baptize here (“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”) not because it is an
unimportant part of becoming a disciple of Jesus, but because I have dealt with this command
in Demand #46.
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make a profession of faith, but that they “observe all that I have
commanded you.”

BY PRAYER, WORD, AND SUFFERING

The certainty of success is guaranteed (Matt. 24:14). Jesus will see
that it gets done. But it is in our hands to do it. We do it by prayer
and by the word and by suffering for others. Jesus said, “The harvest
is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Luke
10:2). We must earnestly pray that God will do what he promised
he would do. Promises do not make prayer superfluous; they make
the answer certain.

Then we must open our mouths and speak the truth of Jesus to
all nations. “What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what
you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops” (Matt. 10:27). “Go
out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that
my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). “I tell you, there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). And
don’t be ashamed, Jesus says, because “Everyone who acknowledges
me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in
heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before
my Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 10:32-33).

Finally, in all our praying and speaking we must be ready to
suffer. “As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you” (John
20:21). Jesus was sent to suffer. We will not be able to make disciples
of all nations without taking up our cross and following Jesus on
the Calvary road of sacrificial love (Mark 8:34). This is the light of
Jesus that the world can most clearly see (Demand #48).

HE Is WORTH IT

Jesus does not call us to an easy life or an easy mission. “They will
lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the

synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
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governors for my name’s sake. This will be your opportunity to
bear witness” (Luke 21:12-13). There will be no wasted suffering. In
the short run, it will always be an occasion to speak and show the
reality of Jesus. In the long run, it will lead to eternal life. “For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:35). Therefore,
in all your suffering for the advance of Jesus’ mission you are increas-
ingly rewarded. “Blessed are you when others revile you and perse-
cute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven” (Matt.
5:11-12). That reward is the enjoyment of the inexhaustibly glorious
Jesus forever and ever.
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SUBJECT INDEX

Abiding
in Jesus, 62-67
Jesus keeps his own, 67 n. 2
Adultery
a kind of generation, 79, 199
from adultery to lust, 207-208
Anger
don’t be angry, trust providence, 141-
142
and love, 143-144
and proportion, 142
and providence, 143
and servanthood, 150
definition, 139
Jesus’ and ours, 140
not a decision, 138
the vine is the source for stilling, 152
what kind prohibited, 151
Antitheses
six to show righteousness that exceeds
Pharisees’, 201
Anxiety
and the lilies of the field, 116
be bold in proclamation, 121
can’t add a cubit to life, 116
hairs of your head numbered, 123
life is more than food, 115
not for daily necessities, 113-119
not for the threats of man, 120-124
not Jesus’ way of guiding, 113
resting and striving, 178
tomorrow anxious for itself, 118
you can only be killed, 122
you will have what you need, 118-119
Apostleship, 340 n. 2
Assurance
depends on location and demonstration,
208
Atonement
and new covenant, 22
death of Jesus, purchase, and pattern,
266

forgiveness and justification at bottom
of striving, 185
Jesus’ death in our place, 49
Jesus purchases our joy, 89
Authority of Jesus,
but not the sword, 26-27
how Jesus lays claim to the world, 365
in the Great Commission, 25-26
Jesus speaks words of God, 57
Jesus silences demons, 57
no one spoke like him, 56
total, 26-27
what is it?, 364

Baptism, see Ordinances

Beauty
of God is compelling, 77

Belief
command for in Jesus, 48-51
meaning of belief in Jesus, 50-51
resting and striving, 178
when you pray, 108-110

Bible, see Scripture

Boldness, see Courage

Caesar

render to him his, 323-335
Childlikeness, see Humility
Christ, see Jesus, Obedience, Messiah
Church

Jesus on church discipline, 343-344

“I will build my church,” 336-342
Civil disobedience

battle to be brokenhearted in our resis-

tance, 334

shaped by Jesus’ authority, 332
Commands of Jesus

beware of taking off the edge, 300

how I selected them, 34-35
Condemnation, see Judgment of God
Cost of following Jesus, 73
Courage, see Anxiety
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brokenhearted boldness, 130-137
five implications of humility for bold-
ness, 135-136

humble boldness in cause of truth, 134
in proclamation, 121

Cross
command to take up our crosses, 68-74
fifty reasons why Jesus died, 15

Dangerous Duty of Delight, The, 83 n. 1
Death of Jesus, see Atonement
Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die,
15
purchase and pattern, 266
Death
glorifying God in the way we die, 360
spiritual, 38

Demonstration, see Location,
Sanctification
that you are child of God, 242-248
Desiring God, 83 n. 1,102 n. 1,103 n. 2,
126 n. 1,137 n. §
Discipline in the church, see Church
Disobedience
why they do not listen, 59
Diversity
all are sinners, 39
the demand that we pursue it, 367
Divorce and Remarriage, see Marriage and
Divorce
better not to marry? 317-318
bibliography, 312 n. 2
eunuchs for the kingdom, 318
from divorce to faithfulness, 202
is there an exception? 311-316
Joseph’s betrothal to Mary, 314-316
marriage great but not ultimate, 322
Moses’ permission of divorce, 303-304
one man, one woman, by grace till
death, 317-322
prohibitions without exceptions, 309
the devastation of divorce, 304
the folly of homosexuality, 319
the unforgivable sin? 319
what if you have already done it? 321
whoever divorces and remarries com-
mits adultery, 307-316
Don’t Waste Your Life, 73 n. 1

Election
chosen by God and given to Jesus, 188
Emotions
commanded by Jesus, 52-53
God responding with different, 145 n. 3
in the New Testament, 52 n. 1
unstable, 103 n. 2
Enemies, see Love
having them may mean you are in step
with Jesus, 213
killers and snubbers, 214
Eternal life
Jesus has words of, 58-59
ours now, 182
perfection and justification, 154-157
some measure of obedience required,
160
Eucharist, see Lord’s Supper

Faith, see Belief
False prophets and false christs, 175
Fear
fearing God and hell, 92-98
fearing unbelief, 96
God feared and trusted, 95
precious gift, 98
Flesh, born of, 38
Following Jesus, see Obeying Jesus, Self-
denial
joining him in what he does, 69
Forgiveness
and anger, 150
and servanthood, 150
changes us, 148 n. 2
don’t be angry, embrace this, 146-152
forgiven little loves little, 54
not forgiving imperils the soul, 232
on taking the log out of your eye, 149
opposite is not alienation, 231
pray for your enemies, 227
seventy times seven—how? 147
why they need it though they are igno-
rant, 228
Freedom of a Christian, 151 n. 4
Fruit
believe Jesus and bear fruit of love, 165
healthy tree must bear good, 161, 205-
211,211
if you abide you bear, 64
Future Grace, 66 n. 1
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Generosity, see Giving
Gentiles, the times of, 372
Giving
goodness of God as the ground of our,
284
how you lay up treasure in heaven, 268-
273
increase your joy in Jesus, 274-280
measure you use will measure you, 271-
273
shows our freedom from things, 282
why it is not prudential self-regard, 281
Glory of God and Jesus
aim of obedience, 18
glorifying God in how we die, 360
how Jesus glorified God, 352
its relation to holiness, 351 n. 1
Jesus’ first passion and supreme value,
351
joy glorifies Jesus, 90
let your light shine to glorify God, 350
no greater love than God’s glorifying
self, 354, 359
pray to that end, 106
revealed in work of Jesus, 19
the Father and Son glorify each other,
353
ultimate goal of Jesus, 18
what is the glory of God? 351
God, see Kingdom of, Spirit of, Son of,
Judgment of, Word of, Worship, Will of
lavish care of God, 285
sin an assault on, 41
the best of fathers, 284
the gift of his sovereign rule, 287
God Is the Gospel, 354 n. 2
God-entranced Vision of All Things, A, 88
n. 5,91 n.8
Gospels, the
reliability, 32-33
titles of Jesus, 21 n. 2
Government, render to Caesar, 323-335
Great Commission
and point of the book, 17
and the pursuit of ethnic diversity, 367
authority and intimacy around it, 25
by prayer, word, and suffering, 362
Israel and God’s way of pursuing the
nations, 369
Jesus’ followers speak on his behalf, 366

make a global claim on behalf of Jesus,
373

make disciples of all nations, 363-375

missions lasts as long as the age lasts,
366

the mission cannot fail, 369-375

the times of the Gentiles, 372

Happiness, all men seek, 258 n. 3
Hate
doing good when hated, 236
love hates evil that destroys persons,
221
should we hate the wicked? 221-223
Healing
how shall we obey the command to,
235
Jesus’ ministry and ours, 234
Jesus authority to, 235
Heart
a new one loves Jesus, 53-54
loving God from the heart, 80 n. 2
loving God with all of it, 80 n. 1
Heaven
Jesus’ window into, 254
lay up treasure there by giving, 269-273
name written there, 188
selfishness separates from, 273
Hell, see Judgment of God
Holiness
its relation to glory, 351 n. 1
joy is the root of, 87
Holy Spirit, see Spirit of God
Homosexuality, the folly of, 319
Humility
and trust, 132
by war on pride, 125-129
childlikeness, 131
five implications for boldness in truth,
135
key is presence of grace felt, 130
lowliness leads to servanthood, 132
the gift to receive all things as gift, 136
we are only unworthy servants, 129
Hyperbole in Jesus’ commands? 240
Hypocrisy, 194
clean inside of cup, 196-204

Ignorance
does not excuse from needing forgive-
ness, 228
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Impossibility of obedience, 17
Jesus’ promise to help us do it, 185
Imprecatory psalms
proper hating of the wicked, 221-223
Indulgence of the flesh perilous to soul,
169
Israel
God’s roundabout way of pursuing the
nations, 369
Jesus gives what he commands, 47
the blessings of Abraham are for the
nations, 373

Jesus, see Obedience of, Obedience to,
Cross, Atonement
abrasive words, 24
as the new place of worship, 100
as water and bread, 45-46
bluntness, 218 n. 1
gives what he commands, 47
he is worth all the suffering, 374
his anger and ours, 140
his infinite worth, 104
his second coming time unknown, 176
loved us perfectly in loving himself per-
fectly, 268
of Gospels most radical, 35
our treasure, security, and honor, 243
resurrection of, 22
summary of person and work, 19-23
tough language, 24
yoke easy, burden light, 44-45
Joy
and self-denial, 85
command to rejoice and leap, 83-91
full, 88 n. 6
God our exceeding, 82
in Hebrew, 82 n. 1
in obeying Jesus, 26
in persecution, 144
Jesus purchases, 89
Jesus’ stains our striving, 189
lay up treasures in heaven and increase
your joy in Jesus, 274-280
means to glorify Jesus, 90
no limit to joy in Jesus, 90
produced by being in kingdom already,
183
root of holiness, 87
selling all because of, 84
Judgment of God

fearing God who can destroy, 94

hell described by Jesus, 92

hell means sin unfathomably serious, 97

hell not a mere natural result, 93

is surely coming, 42

our desperate plight, 48-49

Justification

and perfection, 154-156

and the final judgment, 161 n. 1

at bottom of our striving, 185

by trusting Jesus, 153-158

Jesus as our righteousness, 157

location as basis of demonstration, 267
n. 3

this man went home justified, 156

what is the ground of our acceptance
with God? 277

Kingdom of God
already in, 181-189
arrived in history in Jesus, 21
in the ministry of Jesus, 21 n. 3
Jesus as king, 114 n. 1
mystery of, 182 n. 1
secret: it is here, 181
Knowing God for all that he is, 75

Law
does Jesus sum the law up without
God? 252
external conformity not enough, 152
God’s will today and the law, 162
how our experience of the law changes
with Jesus, 163
on these two commands hang the law,
251,253
pointing beyond itself, 255 n. 2
Let the Nations Be Glad, 368 n. 1
Levites, 266 n. 2
Life, see Eternal life
Light
Jesus’ and ours at his second coming,
361
what is the light that we let shine? 357
Listen to Jesus, 56-61
Location in Christ
and demonstration of our location, 210
is ground of assurance, 209
Lord’s Supper, 346-349
how is the cup and bread the body and
blood? 347
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love with same commitment as to your-

self, 256-262
Love, see Giving

and anger, 141

and the emotions, 52-53

as Jesus loved us, 263-268

as treasuring God above all, 81

as yourself, 249-255

believe Jesus and bear fruit of, 165

by the security of our heavenly Father,
244-246

challenges the absoluteness of the
beloved, 217

command to love Jesus, 52-55

does good to those who hate us, 233

first for God, second for neighbor, 78

for God a matter of the heart, 78-79

for God, litmus test is Jesus, 76

for God with heart, soul, mind,
strength, 80

from limited love to love for enemies,
203

greets killers and snubbers, 214

greets people outside our group, 233

hates evil that destroys persons, 221

how the first commandment sustains the
second, 260

how to love like Jesus, 244

is the glory of God an ulterior motive
for love? 359

Jesus loved us perfectly in loving himself
perfectly, 268

joyful sacrifice of love and suffering,
356

joy in reward sustains love, 247

loving God becomes visible in loving
others, 252

loving God with all you are, 75-82

loving neighbor with same commitment
as to yourself, 256-262

loving your enemies, 212-220

no greater love than God glorifying him-
self for us, 354, 359

not oblivious of its effects, 219

prays for persecutors, 221-229

preserves the truth of the Bible, 215

seeing and savoring beauty, 77

self-love fulfilled in God-love, 261

the command to love is love, 55

the opposite of hating, 79

the principle of justice applies too, 238

truth is its root, 215
turns the other cheek, 237
what “as yourself” means, 257
when candidates for love compete, 239
when doing good does 7ot give, 239
Loving God, see Love
Loving Jesus, 52-55, see Love
Lust, 202, see Purity of heart

Marriage and Divorce, see Divorce and
Remarriage
better not to marry? 317
divorce and remarriage the unforgivable
sins? 319
eunuchs for the kingdom, 318
God creates the union of each marriage,
302
is there an exception? 311-316
Joseph’s betrothal to Mary, 314-316
marriage great but not ultimate, 322
marriage mirrors God’s covenant with
us, 301
Moses’ permission of divorce, 303
one man, one woman, by grace till
death, 317-322
prohibitions without exceptions, 309
the devastation of divorce, 304
the folly of homosexuality, 319
what if you have already done it? 321
whoever divorces and remarries com-
mits adultery, 307-316
Mercy
don’t be angry—embrace this, 146-152
freely you received it, give it, 247
Messiah—]Jesus’ claim to be, 19-20, 22
Meta, 41 n. 1
Methodology
how I selected commands, 34-35
of book, 23-24
Mina, an amount of money, 278 n. 2
Missions, see Great Commission
Money
and the healthy eye, 171
how to lose true riches, 276
lay up treasure in heaven by giving, 269-
273
mortal threat to entering heaven, 170
rich fool loses his soul, 276
the rich man and the beggar, 275
you can’t serve God and, 104, 272
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why such a huge concern with our
money, 270
Motivation for obedience, 19
Munich, University of, 14
Nations, all, 26 n. 7

Neighbor
don’t narrow the meaning of, 264
love him as yourself, 249-255
New birth, 37-39
New Covenant
and Jesus’ aim, 22
and new birth, 38
in the blood of Jesus, 22
Jesus fulfills, so we can enter narrow
door, 174-180

Oaths

can they do what love does not do? 297

cherish truth and speak it simply, 290-
295

evasions of promise-keeping, 293

from oath-keeping to simple honesty,
202

say yes or no, 296-300

should followers of Jesus ever take
oaths? 298

the folly of crossing your fingers, 292

truth evasion by belittling God, 294

truth is precious, 290

Obedience to God

as demonstration you are child of God,
242-248

demonstrates our location, 210

“do will of my Father,” 153-165

enabled by new-covenant fulfillment,
174-180

healthy tree bears good fruit, 161

not the ground of our acceptance with
God, 277

some measure required, 160

Obedience to Jesus

aim of book, 17

as demonstration you are child of God,
242-248

demonstrates our location, 210

display of Jesus’ glory, 23

easy yoke, light burden, 44-45

enabled by new-covenant fulfillment,
174-180

fruit of Jesus’ work, 23

healthy tree bears good fruit, 161

not the ground of our acceptance with
God, 277

impossibility of, 17

some measure required, 160

teaching to obey, 18

treasure chest of joy, 26

Old Testament—does Jesus sum it up

without God? 252

Ordinances

baptism, 344-346
believer’s vs. infant, 345 n. 1
the Lord’s Supper, 346-349

Orthodoxy, 135 n. 4

Pain, see Suffering
Perfection

and justification, 154-156
awaits the age to come, 186

Perishing, see Judgment of God
Persecution

joy in, 144
they will malign you, 121

Perseverance

and the peril of nostalgia, 177
Jesus prays for us that we not fail, 186
selfishness separates from heaven, 273

Pharisees

blind to spiritual proportion, 197

cast out of the kingdom, 192 n. 3
hellish condition of being merciless, 197
in John 5,194 n. 4

Jesus’ anger and entreaty, 191

what they loved, 193

Pleasure

and pain can keep from kingdom, 168
eternal in Jesus, 71

Politics, render to Caesar, 323-335
Position, see Location in Christ
Praise of man perilous, 169
Prayer

always and not lose heart, 105

as asking, thanking, praising, and con-
fessing, 106 n. 1

for God’s glory, 105, 110

for our joy, 106

for those who persecute you, 225

for what? 111

for whom? 110

Great Commission by prayer, word, and
suffering, 374
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Jesus prays for us that we not fail, 186

not for the praise of others, 110

qualifications, 109 n. 2

simplicity in, 107

through Jesus’ death and in his name,

108

to keep us abiding, 66

what to pray for our enemies, 225

with faith, 108

with perseverance, 108
Pride

a sense of merit, 126

craving the praise of men, 127

is loveless, 128

Jesus dissects the depths, 126

we are only unworthy servants, 129
Promises of God take away anxiety, 118
Prosperity not the source of joy, 86
Purity of heart,

a life and death battle, 207

to will one thing, 206

Quest for the historical Jesus, 30 n. 3, 32
n. 6
disillusionment of, 31
first two, 30 n. 2
fruit of, 29
sea of speculation, 30
third quest, 32, 33 n. 8
three quests, 30

Reconciliation, see Forgiveness
Regeneration, see New birth
Rejoice, see Joy
Relationships

ruptures with people, 72

ruptures with things, 72

ruptures with vocation, 73
Repentance

for all nations, 43

fruits of, 41

meaning of, 40-41

universal need of, 42
Resurrection of Jesus, 22
Retaliation and loving contentment, 203
Reward

Jesus is our great, 88

joy in sustains love, 247

root of joy in suffering, 88

why seeking it is not prudential self-

regard, 281

Righteousness
exceeding Pharisees’ easy and hard, 200
must exceed that of the Pharisees, 191-
195

Sacraments, see Ordinances
Sacrifice, the measure of a gift’s size, 270
Sanctification
as demonstration you are child of God,
242-248
be transformed by trusting Jesus, 159-
165
believe and bear fruit of love, 165
demonstrates our location in Christ, 210
exceeding Pharisees’ is easy and hard,
200
life-and-death battle for purity of heart,
207
not the ground of our acceptance with
God, 277
perfection awaits in the age to come,
186
some measure required, 160
Salt, of the earth, 357 n. 1
Satisfaction, see Joy
in God as part of what faith is, 50-51
Scholarship, what die Wissenshaft should
be, 31
Scripture
Great Commission by prayer, word, and
suffering, 374
Jesus provides it for his church, 339
Second coming
Jesus’ light and ours at his coming, 361
time unknown, watch, 176
Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ, 15
Self-denial
and cross bearing, 68-74
and joy, 85
Self-love, as positive self-image, 257 n. 2
Selfishness separates from heaven, 273
Servanthood, see Humility
brokenhearted boldness, 134
how Jesus served and will serve, 133
lowliness leads to servanthood, 132
New Testament service, 104 n. 1
Signs
sought by evil generation, 79
Sin
as debt, 41
assault on God, 41
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greatest threat is our own, 167
hell means it’s unfathomably serious, 97
Son of God
and our sonship, 54
title of Jesus, 20
Son of Man, why Jesus favored title, 20-21
Sovereignty of God
enables obedience, 174-180
over the smallest things, 123
Sovereignty of Jesus, 47
Spirit of God
and new birth, 38
and word are inseparable, 342
new covenant enables obedience, 174-
180
Striving
forgiveness and justification at the bot-
tom, 185
Jesus sustains ours by his joy, 189
losing without Jesus, 179
resting and striving, 178
to cherish what we have, not earn what
we don’t, 184
to enter our Father’s house, 187
to enter the narrow door, 166-173
will not be in vain, 189
your righteousness must exceed
Pharisees’, 190-195
Substitution, 15
Suffering
following Jesus in, 70
Great Commission by prayer, word, and
suffering, 374
Jesus is worth it, 374
joy in, 86
joyful sacrifice of love in suffering, 356
pain and pleasure keep from kingdom,
168
temporary, pleasures eternal, 71
Summit Drive Grade School, 14

Taxes, render to Caesar, 323-335
Teaching the commandments, 18
those of the truth hear Jesus, 60
truth evasion by belittling God, 294
Title of the book, 24
Treasuring
God above all is what love is, 81
Jesus our treasure, 243
lay up treasure in heaven by giving, 269-
273

Truth
a new standard of truthfulness, 298
Jesus came to bear witness to, 291
Jesus is the truth, 292
precious to ordinary people, 290
the root of love, 215
the unloving use of, 217

Tyndale House, 13

Unity of New Testament, 24
Vigilance, see Striving

War, see Wartime lifestyle
life is, 166-173
Wartime lifestyle, see War, Giving,
Treasure
simplicity of William Carey, 288
Watchfulness, see Striving
when Jesus is not there, 68
Weight of Glory, The, 84 n. 2
Will of God, see Obedience
Wissenshaft, what it should be, 31
Word of God, see Scripture
and Spirit are inseparable, 342
those of God hear word of God, 60
Workplace, secular
making much of Christ, 73 n. 1
Worry, see Anxiety
Worship
all through and of Jesus, 101
as all of life, 103
God in spirit and truth, 99-104
in spirit, 102
serving, 104 n. 1
Worth of Jesus infinite, 104





